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Abstract 

The title compds. (I; R1, R2 = H, C1-4 alkyi, OH, N02. halo; A = linear or branched alkyi C1-6 alkyi; n = 0.1) are prepd. by 
alkylation (coupling) of activated methine compds. of formula Y-CH2-2 (Y, Z = C02R3, cyano; wherein R3 = H, C1-4 alkyi) 
with aralkyi hatides (11; R1 , R2, n, A = same as above; X = halo) in the presence of alkali metal carbonate or bicari^onate. 
This improved process requires a very short reaction time and is reduced in the formation of dimer (bis) compds. and does 
not need reaction solvents since the starting material, methine compds., also can be used as the reaction solvent, and 
efficiently gives I with good filterability. I are useful as intenmediates for drugs or agrochems. Thus, 30 mL acetone, di-Me 
malonate 50.0, 4-nitrobenzyl bromide 10.0, and K2C03 fine powder (consisting of 63.9% grains with grain diam. <44 ^m and 
90.9% grains with grain diam. of <100 ^m) 12.9 g were added to a flask. An exothermic reaction took place, which raised the 
temp, from 22*" to 48'' over 20 min. The reaction mixt. was cooled to 25"* and filtered, followed by washing the solid with 30 
mL acetone and concg. the combined filtrate and the washing to give 85% di-Me 4-nitrobenzylmalonate of 96.% purity. 
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